Complete Text
Initiative Measure No. 1183

AN ACT Relating to liquor; amending RCW 66.24.360, 82.08.150, 66.08.050,
66.08.060, 66.20.010, 66.20.160, 66.24.310, 66.24.380, 66.28.030, 66.24.540, 66.24.590,
66.28.060, 66.28.070, 66.28.170, 66.28.180, 66.28.190, 66.28.280, 66.04.010, 43.19.19054,
66.08.020, 66.08.026, 66.08.030, 66.24.145, 66.24.160, 66.32.010, 66.44.120, 66.44.150,
66.44.340, 19.126.010, and 19.126.040; reenacting and amending RCW 66.28.040 and
19.126.020; adding new sections to chapter 66.24 RCW; adding new sections to chapter
66.28 RCW; creating new sections; repealing RCW 66.08.070, 66.08.075, 66.08.160,
66.08.165, 66.08.166, 66.08.167, 66.08.220, 66.08.235, 66.16.010, 66.16.040, 66.16.041,
66.16.050, 66.16.060, 66.16.070, 66.16.100, 66.16.110, 66.16.120, and 66.28.045; contingently
repealing ESSB 5942, 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ ... ss 1 through 10; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

PART |
LICENSED SALE OF SPIRITS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 101. (1) The people of the state of Washington, in enacting this
initiative measure, find that the state government monopoly on liquor distribution and
liquor stores in Washington and the state government regulations that arbitrarily restrict
the wholesale distribution and pricing of wine are outdated, inefficient, and costly to local
taxpayers, consumers, distributors, and retailers. Therefore, the people wish to privatize
and modernize both wholesale distribution and retail sales of liquor and remove outdated
restrictions on the wholesale distribution of wine by enacting this initiative.

(2) This initiative will:

(a) Privatize and modernize wholesale distribution and retail sales of liquor in
Washington state in a manner that will reduce state government costs and provide
increased funding for state and local government services, while continuing to strictly
regulate the distribution and sale of liquor;

(b) Get the state government out of the commercial business of distributing, selling,
and promoting the sale of liquor, allowing the state to focus on the more appropriate
government role of enforcing liquor laws and protecting public health and safety
concerning all alcoholic beverages;

(c) Authorize the state to auction off its existing state liquor distribution and state
liquor store facilities and equipment;

(d) Allow a private distributor of alcohol to get a license to distribute liquor if that
distributor meets the requirements set by the Washington state liquor control board and is
approved for a license by the board and create provisions to promote investments by
private distributors;

(e) Require private distributors who get licenses to distribute liquor to pay ten percent
of their gross spirits revenues to the state during the first two years and five percent of
their gross spirits revenues to the state after the first two years;




(f) Allow for a limited number of retail stores to sell liquor if they meet public safety
requirements set by this initiative and the liquor control board;

(g) Require that a retail store must have ten thousand square feet or more of fully
enclosed retail space within a single structure in order to get a license to sell liquor, with
limited exceptions;

(h) Require a retail store to demonstrate to state regulators that it can effectively
prevent sales of alcohol to minors in order to get a license to sell liquor;

(i) Ensure that local communities have input before a liquor license can be issued to a
local retailer or distributor and maintain all local zoning requirements and authority related
to the location of liquor stores;

(j) Require private retailers who get licenses to sell liquor to pay seventeen percent of
their gross spirits revenues to the state;

(k) Maintain the current distribution of liquor revenues to local governments and
dedicate a portion of the new revenues raised from liquor license fees to increase funding
for local public safety programs, including police, fire, and emergency services in
communities throughout the state;

(I) Make the standard fines and license suspension penalties for selling liquor to
minors twice as strong as the existing fines and penalties for selling beer or wine to
minors;

(m) Make requirements for training and supervision of employees selling spirits at




